The Rapture: Biblical—or Biblical Hopscotch? 

Daniel 9:24-27

24"Seventy weeks are decreed for your people and your holy city [i.e., weeks of years =490]: to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place.25Know therefore and understand: from the time that the word went out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the time of an anointed prince, there shall be seven weeks; and for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with streets and moat, but in a troubled time. 26After the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing, 
[Here at “week” 69 (=483 years), according to Darby and followers, history stops until the rapture and the coming of the Antichrist] 
and the troops of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed. 27He shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall make sacrifice and offering cease; and in their place shall be an abomination that desolates, until the decreed end is poured out upon the desolator."
[Question: Does the text support a gap of nearly 2,000 years or more?]

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

[Questions: Is anybody left behind here? Does Christ turn around and take anybody back to heaven? Is there any mention of seven years before a final return?]

Matthew 24:38-42

38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
[Questions: Look at v. 39, then 40 & 41. Is being taken a good thing (i.e., the rapture) or a bad thing (i.e., like being “swept away” in a flood)? Is being left a bad thing (i.e., “left behind”) or a good thing (i.e., like being in the ark)?]
Matthew 24:29-34

29‘Immediately after the suffering of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven will be shaken. 30Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  32‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves [this is supposed to refer to Israel’s reestablishment in 1948—OR the 6-day war in 1967!], you know that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  34Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.
[Questions: Look at the phrase “these things” in v. 33. Does the phrase point to the 20th Century reestablishment of Israel? Or does it point to vv. 29-31? What does “this generation” mean—the generation of Jesus’ audience, the one beginning in 1948, or in 1967? If it’s Jesus’ audience, then it didn’t happen, which is a problem for people who insist on a literal reading here.]
Jonah: 3:4-5, 10
4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. … 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

[Questions: This is a Biblical prophecy. Did it come true? Are prophecies predictions or words of warning (or comfort)?]

