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James and Lance,

St. Paul tells us that love “bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Corinthians 13:7). You know this already. You’ve lived it for a decade and a half. You’ve had plenty of practice bearing with each other, believing in each other, sharing hopes, enduring the bad times along with the good. Without benefit of clergy or the state, you discovered a common life that makes each of you more yourself than you would be apart from each other. 

It’s customary at this point in the service for a minister to offer some wise words of advice to the couple. I don’t have any. Eric doesn’t have any. Your friends and family don’t have any. That may not keep us from saying things anyway, but really, we have nothing to teach you that you have not already learned. So instead I pray that all of us, your well-meaning family and friends, will remember not to talk so much and learn to listen to what your common life can teach us. If that actually happens it may be a miracle, but love “believes all things”—even about family and friends.
It’s also customary for the minister to say something about God, and as a theology professor I’m awfully tempted to say a great deal. But (thank God!) most of what I’ve learned about God is that God comes too close to us to be captured by some tidy bunch of words. St. John tells us that “everyone who loves is born of God and knows God … for God is love” (1 John 4:7b-8). And St. Paul says that love matters even more than what we believe (1 Corinthians 13:13). Whoever wants to live by the Bible might as well start there. And since that’s where I start from, I don’t see why I or Eric should pretend to teach you more about God than you have already discovered in the love that has kept you together. So again, I pray that we all remember not to talk so much and learn to listen to what your common life can teach us about the Love that moves all things.
Finally, it’s customary for us to bless your marriage, and we’ll all be doing that. But we’re not making your marriage any holier than it already is. What could be holier than a love that has already borne all things, believed all things, hoped all things and endured all things? Yes, it’s also a holy moment when others recognize the blessing that you already are, and we are grateful that you would invite us to add our blessing to yours. But make no mistake—what you have done, and what you now promise to keep doing, is as holy as anything any priest or church or sacred book could ever hope to be. And Eric and I and all your family and friends stand in awe before you as you pronounce your vows.
Thank you, Lance and James, for welcoming us into the very life of God! Amen.

